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1. Addy's Article

Here at the Beaconsfield Vet Centre we are starting a footy tipping
competition that all our clients are welcome to join. It's as easy as
logging on to www.footytips.com.au registering your details to
become a member and searching ‘Beaconsfield Vet' in the
competitions link. The password you will need to enter is vet.

You will receive weekly reminders via e-mail so you don't forget to
put your tips in. Log on to the website to see what great prizes you
could win. Even | am allowed to join in the fun. My staff and | are not
eligible to win, but see if you can beat us anyway! Good luck!
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2. Toliet training your rabbit

Are you thinking about purchasing a rabbit? If so here are some
handy hints on how to toilet train your new rabbit.

House rabbits are a lot of fun, and are relatively easy to house train.
Their personal preference is generally for cleanliness. Speyed and
neutered rabbits are easier to litter train than non de-sexed pet
rabbits - yet another reason to spey and neuter your pets.

Choose a litter that is safe for rabbits such as straw or shredded
paper. Do not use clay cat litter, for example, because it can be
harmful if you rabbit decides to eat it. The best type of litter boxes
are corner boxes as they take up less space than other shapes and
make sure it is high so the rabbit doesn't flip his back legs up and
spray rabbit litter every where!

When you first bring your pet rabbit home and he is staying in his
rabbit cage fulltime do not place a litter box in his cage. Instead,
observe his favourite place to do his business. It will almost always
be the back left or back right corner. Once the area is established,
place the litter box in his favourite spot. If he decides that you've
provided him with a nice comfy bed rather than a litter box, then you
may need to provide an even more inviting bed for him. You can try
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another litter box or a resting mat or something else to make him
want to choose another resting place.

Once you let him out of the rabbit cage, keep him confined to a
small area that has a litter box and increase the area once he is
using the litter consistently.

When holding your rabbit, if he becomes restless, it may be a sign
that he is about to urinate. Try to be sensitive to the signals your
rabbit is giving you. Also, if your pet rabbit raises his tail, he may be
just about to urinate. Place him gently in his litter box. Never punish
a pet rabbit for his mistakes; he will get scared not obedient.

Let your pet rabbit live in his safe cage most of the time and then
come out to play and interact with you. They can make wonderful
pets.

For more information on rabbits please visit our website
http://www.beaconsfieldvet.com.au/

Back to top
3. Bridie: the pawfect pupil

We recently received a very special story about a
gorgeous Australian shepherd named Bridie.

Bridie, who is pictured here, has been a regular pupil at St Anne's
Primary School in Seaford since she was 12 weeks old. Bridie has
the important job of teaching children how to behave around

dogs. Students at the school even get the opportunity to throw a ball
and play with Bridie during lunch breaks.

Bridie spends her day in the classrooms and is the star of many staff
photos and a regular feature on the staff notice board. Brenda who
is Bridie's owner, says "we love her being at school and she gives
all those who come into contact with her a great deal of pleasure.”

If you would like to share a special story about your pet, please
email us and stay tuned for more stories like this in the months to
come.

Back to top

4. Beware of the Easter Bunny

Don't forget to be extra careful and keep any chocolate eggs safe
from your four legged friends this Easter. Dogs are especially good
at tracking down this potentially fatal treat even through layers and
layers of wrapping.

Chocolate contains theobromine, a chemical similar to caffeine, and
can cause vomiting, diarrhoea, hyperactivity and incoordination. In
some cases, it can cause death.

Bitter cooking and dark chocolate are the most dangerous as they
both contain high levels of theobromine but beware, large amounts
of milk chocolate can also be deadly.
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As a guide, a 100g block of cooking chocolate can kill a 10kg dog.
However it would take nearly 650¢g of milk chocolate to suffer the
same fate. Much smaller amounts will cause the clinical signs
described above and can leave your dog feeling very unwell.

If soon enough after ingestion, treatment involves emptying the
stomach and supportive therapy. Even if you only suspect your dog
has eaten chocolate, it is best to ring us immediately for advice.

Back to top

5. Happy traveller

Monty the Standard Poodle loved travelling down to the beach with
the family but sadly every trip ended with vomit on the car seat due
to motion sickness. Monty's distressed owners were considering
leaving him at home these Easter holidays until it was suggested
they try a new medication that helps to prevent motion sickness in
dogs.

Nearly 20% of all dogs suffer from motion sickness. The movement
of the car affects their balance, leading to nausea and vomiting and
in some cases, anxiety. This once daily medication helps by
blocking the vomiting signals, preventing dogs from getting sick.

The tablet is best given 2 hours before travelling. A meal or fatty
treat such as meat or cheese with the medication can affect how the
tablet is absorbed so you must avoid feeding your dog 1 hour before
giving the medication.

The great news is that the medication does not have sedative
effects so dogs such as Monty won't feel tired or drowsy after taking
it. Speak to us for further information to ensure like Monty, your dog
is a happy traveller.

For more information on the new motion sickness tablet from Pfizer
read here
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6. How can YOU help your pet live up to 2 years longer?

Feed a controlled diet so your pet carries less body fat. Sounds
easy doesn't it? Then why are more than 45% of dogs and 30% of
cats overweight?

It is easy to overfeed your pet but consider this the next time you
throw them that crust of buttered toast:

One slice of buttered toast for your dog is equivalent to us
consuming an entire block of chocolate and a cat that enjoys a 30g
morsel of cheese is similar to 3.5 Big Macs!

How to help your pet live a longer and healthier life:

Know the signs of an overweight pet: their ribs are difficult to feel
and they have lost the definition of their waist. Ask us for a weight
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assessment of your pet and follow these great tips:
1. Avoid snacks and excessive treats, they all add up

2. Stick to a feeding guide and weigh the food at the beginning of
each day, dividing it into several smaller meals

3. Keep your pet in another room while you prepare your meal to
avoid the temptation to feed scraps

4. Being active helps burn calories so take your dog for a walk and
spend time playing with your cat

5. Give your pet a cuddle or pat instead of food: they'll love you all
the same!

Back to top

7. This guy needs your help

This little guy is the Northern Hairy Nosed wombat and he needs
your help. Sadly, this Wombat is critically endangered with only 115
surviving in the last known wild population in central Queensland.

To add to this, there are no Northern Hairy Nosed Wombats
currently in captivity because wombat husbandry is not well
understood and, so far, these wombats have not bred reliably in
captivity.

Over the years the Northern Hairy Nosed Wombat has slowly lost its
habitat to introduced species such as grazing cattle that enjoy eating
the same grass and are farmed in the same habitat in Northern
Queensland.

With such a small population, there is less genetic diversity and
breeding is very limited. The Wombats are therefore very vulnerable
to bushfires and disease, and these could potentially wipe out the
whole population.

Thankfully there is now a major recovery program to improve
reproduction and help save the Northern Hairy Nosed Wombat.

You can help! Read more about the program and assist by donating
to the foundation at http://www.wombatfoundation.com.au/
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Your registered email address is: info@databaseinnovations.com.au
Please do not reply to this newsletter.

To unsubscribe from this newsletter click here

To change your email address click here

To contact the clinic, refer a friend or report a technical issue click here

This email contains comments of a general nature only

and is not intended to be a substitute for professional veterinary advice. It should not be
relied on as the basis for whether you do or don't do anything.
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